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2 test positive in Allegheny County 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Allegheny County officials on 
Saturday announced the detection 
of the first two positive cases of 
COVID-19, coming a day after the 
first case in southwestern Pennsyl- 
vania was discovered in Washing- 
ton County. 

The Allegheny County cases are 
two adults— one in their 60s and the 
other in their 70s — who live in the 
same home in Pittsburgh, the 
county said, and their exposure is 
believed to be travel-related. Both 
are in isolation in their home. 

Despite now having three cases 
in the region, neither Allegheny 
County’s newly appointed health 
department director, Dr. Debra 
Bogen, nor the county’s lead medi- 
cal epidemiologist, Dr. Kristen 
Mertz, wanted to repeat a local ver- 
sion of the CDC’s national predic- 
tion three weeks ago that it was “not 
amatter of if, but when” the country 
would have community spread of 
the disease. 

“So far, we don’t have any evi- 
dence of community spread,” said 
Dr. Mertz. “It’s not to say it’s impos- 
sible, but we have not seen clusters 
of unexplained pneumonia. We ha- 
ven’t had any positives except for 
these two [in Allegheny County], 
and it was acquired out-of-state.” 

While the two local cases are 
landmark moments for the county, 
they are not yet enough to trigger 
the county health department’s 
broad power to impose lockdown re- 
strictions countywide, as has been 
done already in some parts of the 
county. 

County Solicitor Andrew Szefi 
said Saturday the county does have 
authority to order such measures — 
closing schools, theaters, even 
places of worship — to avoid large 
gatherings under the Local Health 
Administration Act under a section 
on “abating ofnuisances.” 

But we’re not there yet, he said. 

“Pretty much because we’re not 
at the point of community spread at 
this point because the two cases we 
have are known travel-related, 
we're not at the point yet where that 
authority would be triggered le- 
gally,” he said. “If we ever do get 
there, you know, we’re obviously 
prepared to undertake that.” 

When there is a case of commu- 
nity spread — meaning a person is 
believed to have acquired the dis- 
ease from someone in the commu- 
nity, not from out of the region or 
state — that would change, he said. 

And when it does, he said: “What 
we're going to do is consult with 
medical experts to determine 
whether we think action ... would be 
appropriate.” 

The cases of the two Pittsburgh 
residents who tested positive are 
classified as “confirmed” cases of 
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Dr. Donald M. Yealy, chairman of the Department of Emergency Medicine at the University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine and Medical Center, soeaks Saturday at the Allegheny County Health Department Administrative Office 
in Downtown about the first two confirmed COVID-19 cases in Allegheny County. 


Feds delayed UPMC from creating 
its own test for COVID-19 sooner 


UPMC said Saturday that it was 
ready to begin testing patients for 
COVID-19 using an in-house test 
based on the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
test, just 10 days after round-the- 
clock work to develop it began. 

But Dr. Alan Wells, medical di- 
rector of UPMC’s clinical laborato- 
ries, said the hospital’s virology 
team could have created the test 
much earlier if the federal govern- 
ment had not insisted it could han- 
dle testing on its own. 

“We definitely had wished we 
were starting [to develop a test] 
sooner,” he said Saturday during a 
news conference at UPMC Monte- 
fiore Hospital in Oakland. 

He said before March 3, when 
UPMC started work on the test, 
“we had considered developing a 
test but had been in communica- 
tion with the CDC and [the Food 
and Drug Administration] and had 
been told that the federal and state 
authorities would be able to handle 
everything.” 

Dr. Donald M. Yealy, chief of 
emergency medicine for UPMC, ac- 
knowledged that delay wasn’t just 
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alocal concern. 

“As we're all aware, the testing 
capabilities for the COVID-19 ill- 
ness in the United States were both 
delayed and limited,” he said. 
“That created a lot of anxiety for 
people who were concerned about 
their own status: Are they infected 
now? And it also hampered public 
health capabilities and our re- 
sponse.” 

“Its hard to craft an efficient 
plan when we don’t really know 
who has an infection and who 
doesn’t,” he said. 

As important as getting a local 
test up and running because the 
outbreak is just beginning, 
UPMC’s testing for COVID-19 will 
be limited to a specific segment of 
the population — at least until it is 
able to expand its testing from 
about 20 patient tests a day to a 
hoped-for 100 patients a day by the 


end of the week, Dr. Wells said. 

“We'll increase the capacity of 
the test,” Dr. Yealy said. “But it’s 
not infinite right now. So we still 
have to use some judgment, some 
careful selection about who gets 
tested.” 

Starting Tuesday, UPMC will 
test patients if they meet the CDC’s 
current, narrow criteria that they 
are showing symptoms of the dis- 
ease and that they have traveled to 
an affected area or possibly come 
in contact with an infected person. 
UPMC is requiring that they have 
a doctor’s order requesting the test, 
and they have to be interviewed by 
a UPMC infection prevention 
staffer, who will ask them about 
their travel and contact. 

At the UPMC news conference 
earlier Saturday, Dr. Wells left 
open the possibility that other 
health systems could have patients 
tested through UPMC’s lab “on an 
as-needed basis for critical pa- 
tients.” 

But later Saturday at a news 
conference called by Allegheny 
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Pittsburgh sports fans, bars already feeling fallout from outbreak 


By Joshua Axelrod 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


The world is in the middle of 
combating a powerful and deadly 
virus, but in certain parts of Pitts- 
burgh, you couldn’t tell that was 
the case. 

On Saturday, certain bars were 
overflowing with folks decked out 
in green from head to toe who were 
not willing to let a pandemic ruin 
their St. Patrick’s Day weekend fun. 
Tequila Cowboy and McFadden’s 
on the North Shore were overflow- 
ing with literal busloads of partiers, 
and South Side bars had lines out 
the door. You know, the usual. 

Elsewhere, it was painfully obvi- 
ous that concerns over the spread 
of COVID-19 — which caused both 
President Donald Trump to declare 
a national emergency and Mayor 
Bill Peduto to do the same in Pitts- 
burgh — have had clear impacts on 


Not only are some bars much, 
much emptier than one would ex- 
pect on this weekend in particu- 
lar, but something else is conspic- 
uously missing: sporting events 
on the television sets. With the 
NBA, NHL and MLS suspending 
their seasons; the MLB suspend- 
ing spring training and pushing 
back Opening Day at least two 
weeks; and the NCAA canceling 
March Madness outright, the 
idea of grabbing a drink and 
watching a game is no longer a 
possibility. 

“You could tell with the sports 
cancellations, especially March 
Madness, it’d usually be a busy 
time for us,” said Marc Williams, 
an assistant general manager at 
Jerome Bettis’ Grille 36 on the 
North Shore. “ ... We had a lot of 
watch parties canceled. There is a 
noticeable decrease in business.” 
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People enjoy early-afternoon drinks Saturday at Jerome Bettis' Grille 36 on 
the North Shore. The cancellation of sports and the annual St. Patrick's 
Day parade because of the COVID-19 pandemic has left many businesses 


Trump 
negative 
for virus 


Post-Gazette news services 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump has tested nega- 
tive for the new coronavirus, ac- 
cording to the president’s per- 
sonal physician. 

The White House released the 
test results Saturday night after 
Mr. Trump told reporters hours 
earlier that he had taken the coro- 
navirus test, following days of re- 
sisting being screened despite the 
fact he had been in recent contact 
with three people who have tested 
positive for the virus, including 
members of the Brazilian presi- 
dent’s delegation who visited with 
him at his Florida resort. 

“One week after having dinner 
with the Brazilian delegation in 
Mar-a-Lago, the President remains 
symptom-free,” Dr. Sean Conley, 
the president’s physician, wrote in 
amemo. 

Mr. Trump told reporters at a 
White House briefing Saturday 
that he had his temperature 
taken and it was “totally nor- 
mal,” shortly before stepping into 
the room to discuss the govern- 
ment’s efforts to halt the spread 
of the virus. 

Mr. Trump, after days of insist- 
ing he was not exhibiting symp- 
toms of the virus, relented after be- 
ing pressed by reporters about his 
resistance to testing when multiple 
lawmakers and countless citizens 
across the country who have had 
the same degree of exposure have 
not only tried to get tested, but also 
chosen to try to avoid potentially 
infecting others. 
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CMU works 
to predict 
cases of 


COVID-19 


By David Templeton 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Predicting real-time COVID-19 
infections in the United States — 
with Carnegie Mellon University’s 
first predictions expected as early as 
March 22 — will involve dozens of 
volunteers making educated 
guesses about disease trends. 

And anyone 19 and older can join 
in. 

In successfully predicting real- 
time influenza cases nationwide in 
recent years, CMU’s Delphi Re- 
search Group keeps standings of its 
volunteers’ accuracy and declares 
end-of-season champions, as deter- 
mined once the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention releases 
case totals long after the flu season 
ends. 

The group will continue making 
flu predictions, while also turning 
its attention to the more challenging 
task of predicting real-time COVID- 
19 cases. 

The problem is, no previous 
COVID-19 epidemic has occurred, 
so information about how the dis- 
ease spreads and how long it lasts is 
scarce, said Roni Rosenfeld, a CMU 
professor of machine learning who 
also leads Delphi. 

“With COVID-19, I’m anticipat- 
ing that aggregate human judgment 
will do better than computerized 
machine-learning analytics,” he 
said. “We will use the system we 
have now, and CDC wants us to 
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